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To:	All Interested Bidders 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 24DPP00925
T0120 - Ice & Snow Removal Liquids and Chemicals for the New Jersey Department of Transportation and South Jersey Transportation Authority


	Quote Submission Due Date: 10/18/2023 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
REVISED Quote Submission Due Date: October 31, 2023 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions; and 

· Revisions to the Bid Solicitation. 
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0120 24DPP00925 Revised Bid Solicitation 10.10.2023”. 


It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



24DPP00925
T0120 - Ice & Snow Removal Liquids and Chemicals for the New Jersey Department of Transportation and South Jersey Transportation Authority

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	N/A
	Question: When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF), I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

Answer: It is recommended that users utilize Microsoft Edge to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	2
	N/A
	Question: Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Answer: Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted a Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	N/A
	Question: Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

Answer: In light of the dangers posed by the COVID-19 virus outbreak and the declaration by the World Health Organization of a global pandemic and Governor Murphy Executive Orders (https://www.state.nj.us/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html), which declared both a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency, please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	4
	Bid Solicitation Section 2.2

	Question: Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

Answer: As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder's suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).


	5
	Bid Solicitation Section 3.21
	Question: Is a Bidder required to provide the signed Specification Conformance Certification with the Quote?

Answer: Yes; Bidders are required to provide, with its Quote, the signed Specification Conformance Certification as indicated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.21. 
 
Bid Solicitation Section 3.21 states: The Bidder shall submit with its Quote the Specification Conformance Form.  By submitting this form, the Bidders certifies that all items offered in response to this Bid Solicitation conform to the requirements set forth in the Bid Solicitation.


	6
	New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions Section 6.1

	Question: Will price adjustments be considered during the term of the Blanket P.O.?

Answer: Price adjustments may be considered following Blanket P.O. award. Price increases may be requested pursuant to New Jersey State Standard Terms & Condition Section 6.1 which states "in an exceptional situation the State may consider a price adjustment. Requests for price adjustments must include justification and documentation."


	7
	Bid Solicitation Section 5.1
	Question: Summary Page: Blanket/Contract 08/21/2025 Blanket/Contract End 08/20/2028 What are the actual contract Dates?

Answer: The dates contained within the Blanket Begin Date and Blanket End Date fields in NJSTART are only estimates, meant to show that the term of the contract will be for three years, as stated in Bid Solicitation Section 5.1.  A firm, fixed contract start date and end date will be determined after the Notice of Intent to Award letters are issued and the protest period has ended.  The contract start date is expected to be in 2023 or early 2024.


	8
	Bid Solicitation Section 5.1

	Question: The Bid term is listed in the bid document as being a 3 year term with three (3) 1-year extensions.  However, it does not state the bid effective date. The dates on the NJ Start page has an effective date of August 2025. Can you please confirm the actual effective date of the contract and the term run dates?

Answer:  Please refer to the answer for Question #7.


	9
	Bid Solicitation Section  5.1

	Question: The start date and term is not clear on the summary page. What is the actual start date for this Contract bid? Thank you.

(Note:  This question was asked twice in NJSTART.)

Answer:  Please refer to the answer for Question #7.


	10
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.2
	Question: Per Bid Solicitation 4.3.2, the specific gravity range of an acceptable product is listed as Min. 1.21, Max. 1.32 which equates to a range of 10.1 to 11.0 lbs. per gallon, yet the specification for Pounds Per Gallon range is listed as 10.8 + or - 0.2 which equates to a range of 10.6 to 11.0 lbs. per gallon. These two specifications are in conflict. Which specification takes precedence?

Answer: The Pounds per Gallon requirement takes precedence over the Specific Gravity requirement if a conflict occurs between these two specifications.

Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.2 has been revised.  Please refer to the revised T0120 Bid Solicitation titled: “T0120 24DPP00925 Revised Bid Solicitation 10.10.2023”.


	11
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.2
	Question: Our company sells both a concentrated Agricultural product as well as one that is diluted with chlorides, both of which are on the Clear Roads® list. Either one of those products will meet the specification for the Agricultural product per 4.3.2. The State per its current contract has been receiving a concentrated Agricultural product that has not been diluted with chlorides (it contains naturally occurring trace chlorides). And since the State makes its own brine, it would seem not to be in the States interest to purchase an Agricultural product that includes a large percentage of chlorides. Will the state accept an Agricultural product that has been diluted with a liquid chloride?

Answer: Only concentrated agricultural products must be offered.  Products offered must not be diluted with chlorides.

Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.2 has been revised.  Please refer to the revised T0120 Bid Solicitation titled: “T0120 24DPP00925 Revised Bid Solicitation 10.10.2023”.


	12
	Bid Solicitation Section 5.1
	Question: Per NJSTART, the Header Information indicates the contract term runs for 3 years, commencing August 21, 2025 and running to August 20, 2028. The states current contract expires Feb 2024 leaving a gap for the 24-25 winter season. Is the date range indicated in NJSTART correct?

Answer:  Please refer to the answer for Question #7.


	13
	Bid Solicitation Sections 1.1 and 3.29
	Question:  Per Bid Solicitation Section 1.1, the State guarantees neither minimum, nor average, nor maximum quantities per order, nor total quantity during the Contract term, including any extension(s) thereof.  Yet, the State is asking for a delivered price.  A vendors cost to make a delivery by tanker truck is the same whether delivering 1,000 gallons or 4,000 gallons to any one location.  As such, is there a mechanism to qualify our bid price and tie it to a range of gallons to be delivered at any one site?

Answer:  No.
 
For example, bid item #73 indicates the estimated gallonage is 2,000 gallons.  Can the vendor submit a firm bid price for a range between, say 1,500 gallons and 2,500 gallons such that if the gallonage to be delivered is outside that range, the price is adjusted by X dollars per gallon?  If so, what is an acceptable method for indicating such a pricing schedule?

Answer:  The State cannot determine how a Vendor provides pricing for a given price line.  The estimates listed on the State-Supplied Price Sheet price lines in the column titled ‘Estimated Annual Quantity’ reflect accurate, estimated gallon quantities ordered by the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) and South Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA) on an as-needed basis, based on annual spend data received.  These quantities are delivered throughout the winter season, as needed, depending on the winter weather accumulations New Jersey receives.

Bidders are reminded that they must provide a firm, fixed price per gallon in the “Unit Price per Gallon” field on the State-Supplied Price Sheet.

Bid Solicitation Section 3.29, Step 3 states, in pertinent part: “For price lines 1 through 179, the Bidder shall insert a firm, fixed price per gallon in U.S. dollars in “Unit Price per Gallon” field on the State Supplied Price Sheet.  The Unit price per gallon bid must include any freight/shipping/handling costs.  If a Bidder leaves the “Unit Price per Gallon” field blank, it shall be considered that the Bidder provided no Quote for that price line item.”

Bidders must not insert a range of prices per gallon in the ‘Unit Price per Gallon’ field on the State-Supplied Price Sheet.

Bid Solicitation Section 3.29, Step 3, has been revised to include a statement about ranges.  Please refer to the revised T0120 Bid Solicitation titled: “T0120 24DPP00925 Revised Bid Solicitation 10.10.2023”.


	14
	Bid Solicitation Section 3.29, Step 5
	Question:  Unlike the previous T0120 ice & Snow removal liquids bids, this bid is missing the "Minimum quantities" to be ordered. Prices are usually based on full truckload orders of 4000 gallon minimum orders. The price can vary a great deal if they are LTL (less then truckload) deliveries.  Is there a provision, or area to add Minimum quantity orders? 

Answer:  No.  There are no minimum ordering quantity or minimum truckload ordering quantity requirements associated with this Bid Solicitation.  NJDOT or SJTA must be able to order any quantities necessary.  Bidders shall not base their Quote pricing on any minimum ordering quantity or minimum truckload ordering quantity requirements.  Any such exception shall render a Bidders Quote non-responsive.  

Bid Solicitation Section 3.29, Step 5, states, in pertinent part: “The State does not guarantee any minimum or maximum order volume for these price lines.”


	15
	Bid Solicitation cover page, Quote Submission Due Date
	Question:  Has the Quote submission due date been revised?

Answer:  Yes, the Quote Submission Due Date has been revised.  Please refer to the first page of this Bid Amendment and the cover page of the revised T0120 Bid Solicitation titled “T0120 24DPP00925 Revised Bid Solicitation 10.10.2023”. 
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