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November 28, 2023 


To:	All Interested Bidders 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 23DPP00886
T2482 – Management/Financial Consulting: Contracted Management and Financial Auditing Firms, NJ Board of Public Utilities


	Previous Quote Submission Due Date: December 6, 2023 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date: December 14, 2023 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)



Bid Amendment #2


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #2 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions;

· An extension of the Quote Submission due date from December 6, 2023 to December 14, 2023 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time);

· The State of New Jersey Security Due Diligence Third-Party Information Security Questionnaire (Security Questionnaire) is no longer applicable to this Bid Solicitation and has been removed as a required submittal;

· A updated forms packet titled “Attachment 2 - T2482 Bid Solicitation Checklist and Standard Procurement Forms Packet 11-28-23” (Bid Solicitation Checklist) has been updated on the Attachments tab of this Revised Bid Solicitation in NJSTART, replacing the previous version; 

· The Security Questionnaire has been removed from the Bid Solicitation Checklist as a requirement. 

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T2482 Revised Bid Solicitation 11-28-23”, and hereafter referred to in this document as the “Revised Bid Solicitation”. The additions, deletions, and/or revisions to the Revised Bid Solicitation Sections are as follows:

· 1.2 Background – revised;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]3.12 Quote Content – revised;
· 3.13.11 The State of New Jersey Security Due Diligence Third-Party Information Security Questionnaire –revised;
· 5.4 Ownership of Material – revised;
· 5.8 Electronic Payments – revised;
· 6 Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility – revised;
· 7.1.1 Professional Liability Insurance – revised;
· 8.14 Poor Performance – revised;
· 9.1 Crosswalk – revised; and 
· 9.2 Definitions – revised.

It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Revised Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Revised Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.









































Bid Solicitation #23DPP00886
T2482 – Management/Financial Consulting: Contracted Management and Financial Auditing Firms, NJ Board of Public Utilities

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Quote Submission
	Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

Please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted a Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF), I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Microsoft Edge to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	4
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Revised Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder’s suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).”  Moreover, as stated in Revised Bid Solicitation Section 3.11, Bidder Additional Terms Submitted with the Quote, Bidder proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions may render a Quote non-responsive.



	5
	Data Security Requirements –
Section 6, Data Security Requirements – Contractor Responsibility
	Please confirm that data security requirements that relate to State information do not pertain to the scope and performance of management and affiliate transactions audits, which do not involve such information. Otherwise, please specify what State information will be accessed during such audits

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including its subsections, have been removed from the Revised Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. 

Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.  





	6
	Section 6.3,
Compliance
	Please confirm that GDPR, Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard, HIPAA, and IRS-1075 are not relevant to the management and affiliate transaction audits as defined in the Bid Solicitation. Otherwise, please explain how they do.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.3, Compliance, have been removed from the Revised Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. 

Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.





	7
	Section 6.5,
Security Awareness and Training
	Please clarify what "information systems and State Confidential Information" will be accessible, and therefore require protection, during the conduct of management and affiliate transaction audits as defined in the Bid Solicitation.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.5, Security Awareness and Training, have been removed from the Revised Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. 

Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.

	8
	Section 6.7,
Privacy
	Please confirm that there will be no State Data associated with the management and affiliate transactions audits under this Bid Solicitation. Otherwise, please explain what State Data will be accessed during such audits.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.7, Privacy, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. 

Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.



	9
	Section 6.12,
Access Management
	Please explain how the information systems utilized by a contractor performing utility management and affiliate transaction audits would "contain or could be used to access State data"

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.12, Access Management, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.


	10
	Section 6.14,
Remote Access
	Please confirm that the contractor performing management and affiliate transaction audits will not be required to utilize or access systems, networks or data repositories managed and hosted within the GSN. Otherwise, please explain how these are relevant.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.14, Remote Access, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.



	11
	Section 6.15,
Security Engineering and Architecture
	Please clarify what "applicable statutory and regulatory obligations" are relevant in the context of utility management and affiliate transactions audits. Please also clarify how principles listed apply to laptops as opposed to centralized IT systems.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.15, Security Engineering and Architecture, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.
[bookmark: LPHit4]

	12
	Section 6.18,
ICS/SCADA/OT Security
	Please confirm that ICS, SCADA and OT are not relevant to the conduct of management and affiliate transaction audits as defined in the Solicitation. Otherwise, please explain how they do.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.18, ICS/SCADA/OT Security, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.


	13
	Section 6.19,
Internet of Things Security
	Please explain how Internet of Things devices pertain to the conduct of management and affiliate transaction audits as defined in the Bid Solicitation.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Section 6.19, Internet of Things Security, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation. 


	14
	Section 6.21,
Network Security
	Please confirm that the network security requirements listed do not apply to companies that do not utilize IT networks but instead utilize individual laptops.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.21, Network Security, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation. 


	15
	Section 6.23, Change Management
to
Section 6.34, Incident Response
	Please confirm that these requirements do not apply to organizations that do not maintain centralized IT networks but instead utilize individual laptops. Otherwise, please explain how these are relevant or should be applied.

All of Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6, Data Security Requirements- Contractor Responsibility, including Revised Bid Solicitation Section 6.23, Change Management, to Section 6.34, Incident Response, have been removed from the Bid Solicitation and is no longer applicable to this procurement. Please see the Revised Bid Solicitation.


	16
	Security Questionnaire – Section 1.0, Information Security Program Management (PM)
	Please clarify how NIST CSF, ISO 27001, CIS Top 20, CoBIT relate to organizations without centralized networks or IT systems; indicate what standards apply to contractors with a decentralized laptop environment.

The Security Questionnaire is no longer applicable to this procurement and has been removed as a required submittal. 


	17
	Security Questionnaire – Section 2.0, Compliance (CP)
	Please clarify whether these requirements relate to the conduct of management performance and affiliate transactions actions, i.e., not related to State data, and whether they relate to organizations with a decentralized laptop environment.

The Security Questionnaire is no longer applicable to this procurement and has been removed as a required submittal. 


	18
	Security Questionnaire – Section 3.0, Personnel Security (PS)
to 
Section 30.0, Incident Response (IR)
	Please clarify which of sections 3.0 to 30.0 in the questionnaire are relevant to the conduct of management performance and affiliate transaction audits that do not involve access to State IT systems, State data or State Confidential Information. Please clarify how the response to questions within non-applicable sections should be handled.

The Security Questionnaire is no longer applicable to this procurement and has been removed as a required submittal. 


	19
	Security Questionnaire – Section IV – Supporting Documentation to be Submitted
	Please explain what types of documents may be submitted in lieu of information security audits and certifications, which do not appear to be relevant to non-centralized IT environments and do not appear to be relevant to the requirements of the conduct of management audits under the Bid Solicitation.

The Security Questionnaire is no longer applicable to this procurement and has been removed as a required submittal. 




New Jersey Is an Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper

6

image1.png




