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To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 20DPP00484 (T-0097)
Automotive Lubricants: Motor Oils –All Types, Gear Oils, Greases, Automatic Transmission Fluids (ATF), Tractor Hydraulic/Transmission Fluids, Hydraulic Oils, Diesel Exhaust Fluids (DEF), Antifreeze and Windshield Washer Fluids

	Quote Submission Due Date: 06/19/2020 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)

Bid Amendment #7


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #7 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions.  
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #20DPP00484 (T-0097)
Automotive Lubricants: Motor Oils –All Types, Gear Oils, Greases, Automatic Transmission Fluids (ATF), Tractor Hydraulic/Transmission Fluids, Hydraulic Oils, Diesel Exhaust Fluids (DEF), Antifreeze and Windshield Washer Fluids

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, the question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer
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1.1 Purpose and Intent
and 7.2 Final Blanket P.O. Award


















	
Q:  When submitting to be an approved vendor, does the vendor need to be able to service the entire State or can the vendor elect to bid on select counties?

A:  This procurement is intended to result in statewide awards and is not structured geographically. As such Vendors {Contractors} must be able to service the entire State. As per Bid Solicitation Section 1.1 Purpose and Intent, (emphasis added in bold):  

“The State intends to award a Statewide Blanket P.O. to each responsive Vendor {Bidder} who submits a Quote that meets the category definition and requirements of the Bid Solicitation in accordance with Section 6.6 of this Bid Solicitation.”

In addition, as per Bid Solicitation 7.2 Final Blanket P.O. Award(emphasis added in bold): 
“Blanket P.O. awards will be made with reasonable promptness by written notice to those responsible Vendors {Bidders}, whose Quotes, conforming to this Bid Solicitation, are most advantageous to the State, price, and other factors considered.  Any or all Quotes may be rejected when the State Treasurer or the Director determines that it is in the public interest to do so.

The State intends to award a Statewide Blanket P.O. to each responsive Vendor {Bidder} who submits a Quote that meets the category definition and requirements of the Bid Solicitation.”


Please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”.
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4.4.5.2 State Supplied Price Sheet Instruction




























	
Q:  Does pricing have to be uniform across the entire state?  If not, can pricing be differentiated by county?

A:   The firm, fixed percentage (%) discount or markup amounts offered for each price line by the Vendor {Bidder} that is applied to the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} product price list, shall be applicable to all Using Agencies, regardless of location. The structure of the price list is at the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} discretion.

As per Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2, State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions, Step 2:

“The Vendor {Bidder} shall insert a firm, fixed percentage (%) discount or markup from the product price list, by entering the percentage discount or markup bid in the "Percentage (%) Discount (-) or Markup (+)” column on each price line for which a Quote is submitted on the State-Supplied Price Sheet.  A Vendor’s {Bidder's} entry in the "Percentage (%) Discount (-) or Markup (+)” column shall be considered a percentage (%).  For example, entry of "50" shall be considered "50%" and that of "0.50" shall be considered "0.50%".  

A Vendor’s {Bidder's} entry in the "% Discount/Markup” column shall include a plus (+) sign for markup or minus (-) sign for discount.  If a Vendor {Bidder} does not include a plus (+) sign for markup or minus (-) sign for discount, the State will consider the percentage offered as a discount. 

If a Vendor {Bidder} is offering its pricing at the same pricing listed on the pre-printed price list, the Vendor {Bidder} should provide 0% in the “Percentage (%) Discount (-) or Markup (+)” column on the State-Supplied Price Sheet.

If a Vendor {Bidder} leaves the "Percentage (%) Discount (-) or Markup (+)” column blank on any price line, it shall be considered that the Vendor {Bidder} provided no Quote for that price line item.”  

Please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”.
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3.4 Delivery Requirements










	
Q: Are samples upon bulk delivery specific to certain locations and entities based on customer ask? 

A:  This paragraph has been deleted from Bid Solicitation Section 3.4, Delivery Requirements. Samples taken by Using Agencies  at time of delivery are addressed in Bid Solicitation Section 3.7 Product Performance/Testing.

Please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”.
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4.4.5.2 State Supplied Price Sheet Instruction
and 
4.4.3 Submittals






































	

Q: Should I add product price list information to the State-Supplied Price Sheet?

A:  No. Vendors {Bidders} should not alter the State-Supplied Price Sheet to include information typically provided in a product price list.  Please see Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2 State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions for guidance.  

Additionally, Vendors {Bidders} shall submit product price lists and/or catalogs in accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.3 Submittals as follows:

Vendors {Bidders} may refer to the QRG “Submit a Quote” for instructions detailing how to submit a NJSTART electronic Quote. QRGs are located on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page.  

· Specification Conformance: 

The Vendor {Bidder} shall submit with its Quote a Vendor’s {Bidder’s} certification in the form of the attachment titled “Specification Conformance Certification”, confirming that all items offered in response to this Bid Solicitation
conform to the requirements set forth in Section 3.0 of this Bid Solicitation. Please see the attachment entitled “Specification Conformance Certification”.

In lieu of the above Vendor’s {Bidder’s} certification, a Vendor {Bidder} shall submit a preprinted price list or catalog for each category and brand bid. The price list and/or catalog submitted must clearly indicate the products and brands offered and the firm, fixed pricing associated with the products, such that the applicable Bid Solicitation category/price line may be determined.  

The Vendor {Bidder} must submit:
· the Specification Conformance Certification or;
·  a preprinted price list or catalog for each category and brand bid;
with the Quote submission as stated above.  Failure to do so shall render a Vendor’s {Bidder’s} Quote non-responsive.

· Price List and/or Catalog:

In the event that the Vendor {Bidder} submits the Specification Conformance Certification with its Quote, but does not provide a preprinted price list and/or catalog with its Quote, the State will request submission of a preprinted price list and/or catalog for the category(ies) bid  The applicable preprinted price list and/or catalog must be submitted to the State within three (3) business days of request. The Vendor {Contractor} is encouraged to submit its price list(s) and/or catalog(s) in the form of a CD or thumb drive in MS Excel, PDF or text format. Failure to submit the preprinted price list and/or catalog within the time frame noted above may deem the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} Quote non-responsive.

If a price list is not published, then the prices listed on the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} letterhead, dated and with authorized signature are acceptable.  The letter should include the Bid Solicitation number and category/price line number.  

· Volume Discounts:
The State will consider a Vendor’s {Bidder’s} volume discount for ordering; however, such discounts will not be factored in to the evaluation of the Quote. Vendors {Bidders} should submit volume discounts on company letterhead.

Please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”.

	5
	Hard Copy Quote Submissions
	Q.  Are hard copy Quote submissions acceptable?

A.  In light of the dangers posed by the COVID-19 virus outbreak and the declaration by the World Health Organization of a global pandemic and  Governor Murphy Executive Orders (https://www.state.nj.us/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html) which declared both a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.  
 
Vendors {Bidders} may refer to the “Vendor Registration” and “Submit a Quote” Quick Reference Guides for instructions on how to enroll in NJSTART and how to submit an electronic Quote through NJSTART.  The Quick Reference Guide entitled “Submit a Quote” is available here: https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/njstart/pdf/Create-a-Quote.pdf. 
 
Additionally, to ensure that you have properly submitted the required documents you may also review the Quick Reference Guide entitled “How to Review a Submitted Quote” which is available here: https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/njstart/pdf/HowtoReviewaSubmittedQuote.pdf.  Answers to Frequently asked Questions and all Quick Reference Guides are located on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page. If further assistance is needed, please email NJSTART Vendor Administration Team at: njstart@treas.nj.gov .

Please see revisions to the following Bid Solicitation sections: 

· Cover Sheet
· 1.3.2 Submission of Quotes
· 1.4.7.1 Quote Withdrawal Prior to Quote Opening
· 1.4.7.2 Quote Withdrawal After Quote Opening, But Prior to Blanket P.O. Award
· 1.4.11 Electronic Signatures
· 4.2 Quote Delivery and Identification
· 4.3 NJSTART Electronic Submission
· 4.3.1 NJSTART Submission of Quote
· 4.3.2 Hard Copy Submission
· 4.4 Quote Content
· 4.4.1 Forms, Registrations and Certifications Required with the Quote

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation entitled “T0097 20DPP00484 Revised Bid Solicitation 6.2.20”
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