	
	
	



SGC6001 RFI Q&A
July 21, 2026
1. Q: If an organization applied for a planning grant from either TCC or CRC, are there future funding rounds we could apply for implementation?
A: There is currently only funding for TCC Round 6 and CRC Round 2.

2. Q: Is there more transparency on the process of selecting applicants, timeline of when they will be selected, etc.? We applied for the RFI for Tribal Capacity Building program and have not heard anything. When we asked when we could hear back, we were told that you all were not going to provide a timeline because it is an RFI and RFP.
A: Unfortunately we are not able to answer questions about any other RFIs or RFPs besides this one. Please direct those questions to the email address listed in the relevant RFI/RFP. 

3. Q: I understand, but I am asking if we know how the process for this RFI will play out. Do we know when selections will roll out?
A: This is not a solicitation and there is no selection of a TA provider happening at this point. This is purely requesting information for SGC to potentially develop a selection in the future and potentially procure. This is purely informational, so we have no information on a timeline happening after August 3rd.

4. Q: Will there be any scoring preference for teams responding to the formal solicitation (if one is released?) based on whether they responded to this RFI? Thank you.
A: No, there will not be. Language from RFI: Submitting a response to this RFI will not enhance the review of that respondent’s proposal(s) to any future solicitations. Not submitting a response to this RFI will not prohibit a response to any future solicitations, nor disadvantage the evaluation of a response to any future solicitation.

5. Q: Is there a way for webinar participants to get in touch with each other? Some of us might want to collaborate for this RFP. Last time I believe there was a LinkedIn group.
A: We will discuss shortly, but yes, we are using the same LinkedIn group that has been used previously. https://linkedin.com/groups/12289286 

6. Q: Can awardees request specific TA providers to be funded and contracted by SGC? Rather than being told who they can work with, when they already have built relationships and trust with consultants
A: Awardees are allowed to hire and work with additional TA providers as they see fit. This described TA is intended to provide TA across all awardees. You are welcome to respond to the RFI with feedback and suggestions about the scope and format of technical assistance.

7. Q: Will contracted TA providers be fulfilling the “third party evaluation role” stipulated in TCC and CRC program guidelines or is that separate from the TA work/role described in this RFI?
A: No, this work does not include the third-party evaluation role. Evaluation is separate from the information we are requesting in this RFI!

8. Q: Since responses to this RFI will not influence any later bid decisions, assumedly, we can respond to the RFI as an individual entity regardless of whether we’re teaming or not, correct?
A: Yes. Since this is information-gathering, individual or team approaches are welcome.

9. Q: If we don’t apply for this RFI, will we still have an opportunity to apply for the RFQ at a later date, correct?
A: Yes, you would have the opportunity to apply for any potential future solicitation regardless of whether you respond to the RFI.

10. Q: What is the difference between technical assistance and a grantor? There is an August and September deadline, which is confusing.
A: This RFI is for a potential solicitation for providers of implementation technical assistance to awarded grantees. The application to receive a grant is separate from this solicitation. There are 2 timelines – the Sept 30 deadline is for submitting a grant application, while the Aug 3 deadline is for responses to the RFI.

11. Q: If we are applying to the TCC Grant, are we missing something with the RFI due August 3?
A: No, the relevant deadline for wanting to receive a grant is Sept 30.

12. Q: What is the benefit of applying for this besides providing information?
A: We are looking for feedback to help us shape the future to shape the future TA program. 

13. Q: Will there be a webinar more specific to the Implementation project opportunity?
A: For both TCC and CRC, there are resources for potential grantees/applicants available on the SGC website--included pre-recorded webinars and office hours.

14. Q: Once SGC has the information we are seeking, will we make the information public and summarize our findings?
A: This is different than a public comment period where we do a report-back. We don’t have any specific plans to report back, but the comments would shape the future Implementation TA services we offer. As capacity allows, we could put together a more public-facing summary, but it is not currently part of our plan.

15. Q: You are not choosing a group of respondents from the RFI, even though usually RFIs are for contractors to be eligible to respond to an RFP. You are going to lose a lot of responses because of the lack of benefit to the RFI. If you publicly announce the results of the RFI, it takes away competitive advantage and motivation for contractors to respond. 
A: All of the questions are optional. You don’t have to share information that you don’t want to, and anything you submit to the State is subject to a Public Records Act request, so it’s best practice to not share anything you don’t want publicly. We are hoping to share the broad outlines of what we are considering and get broad feedback and any flags that would make it less appealing for contractors to respond to the RFQ as well. Respondents will get a benefit for potentially providing these services down the road by helping shape the request.

16. Q: If a group is a member of the TA team, would that preclude them from being part of an implementation team?
A: To avoid a potential conflict of interest, we would prefer to have all members of the TA team not be a funded grantee or partner through a TCC or CRC grant. 

17. Q: What sort of budget format is expected in the RFI? Would this count to the total page submission count?
A: The RFI asks for rough estimates of either dollar amounts and/or number of hours to be able to complete the work described in the RFI from the purpose section.
There is no required format. This information could be in a table format, word description or list format. The desired format is to have a maximum of 7 pages. 

18. Q: What was the past scope and budget for TA support for past CRC grantee support?
A: This specific type of implementation TA described has not been provided in the past for TCC or CRC grantees, therefor we do not have a past scope and budget that is relevant. 

19. Q: What role will SGC and other state agency representatives play in providing direct or indirect support of TA, if any state agency involvement? Can the scope of work and budget be structured to reflect state agency representative involvement?
A: TCC and CRC staff will participate in the delivery of TA services, likely directly and indirectly depending on the type of TA service being provided.  TCC staff consists of staff from SGC and Department of Conservation that serve as grant managers. CRC staff consists of staff from SGC. The scope and budget can reflect state agency representatives' involvement.

20. Q: How will SGC define conflicts of interest for contractors who are part of a team awarded a CRC or TCC grant, but who are also interested in responding to the solicitation for Implementation Technical Assistance (TA) services to TCC and CRC grantees? Specifically, would such a contractor be able to recuse themselves only from the project they're conflicted on and still provide TA to other grantees, or would they be excluded from all Implementation TA contract awards entirely? If recusal from the specific conflicted project is permitted for the TCC program, would that contractor still be eligible to provide TA to other TCC grantees, and to CRC grantees generally, given that the Implementation TA contract covers both programs?  
A: To avoid a potential conflict of interest, we would prefer to have all members of the TA team not be a funded grantee or partner through a TCC or CRC grant. The Implementation Team would need to provide TA to all TCC and CRC grantees, so recusal from one specific project is likely not feasible. 

21. Q: Is there any intent to separate the Implementation TA programs for TCC and CRC? In future solicitations, might SGC select different proposals or teams to provide Implementation TA services to each program separately, rather than a single contractor serving both?
A: This RFI is issued for information and planning purposes only and does not limit SGC’s future contracting options.

22. Q: Is it possible that SGC will use the information submitted in response to the RFI to select TA providers without issuing a formal RFP? 
A: This RFI is issued for information and planning purposes only and does not limit SGC’s future contracting options. 

23. Q: What is the anticipated number of grants per TCC and CRC programs respectively?
Q: Can SGC provide anticipated award counts for TCC Round 6 and CRC Round 2 by grant type (Planning, Project Development, and Implementation)?
A: This information is included in Section B: Purpose. Please note that the grant types within each program have different TA tasks, and that each grant type has different numbers of typical Partners (as described in Section A: Background).
TCC:
· 3-6 Planning Grants 
· 3-8 Project Development Grants
· 3-4 Implementation Grants
CRC: 
· 10 Planning Grants
· 6 Implementation Grants

24. Q: Does the rough estimated budget count towards the 7 page limit?
A: Yes, please include your rough budget estimate in the 7 page limit.

25. Q: Can you please share your thoughts on the overall level of effort? In our experience, it varies largely from community to community, so we’d like to better understand your assumptions and limitations.
A: If the level of effort in question is for the different Grantee Teams, we agree that this will vary depending on the needs of the community and organizations on the Grantee Team. Some Grantee Teams are more established and have more experience with project development, implementation and grant administration. Some Grantee Teams will have lower capacity and less experience and would require more TA services. 

26. Q: Given the breadth of expertise requested across tribal engagement, grant administration, infrastructure implementation, climate resilience, GHG quantification, capacity building, and statewide convenings, is SGC considering a modular solicitation approach (multiple functional scopes or multiple awards) rather than a single comprehensive contract?
A: SGC encourages a team-based approach to technical assistance, with various entities collaborating to contribute specific expertise. SGC has not selected a contracting approach.

27. Q: What CARB-approved GHG quantification protocols and tools should bidders assume for purposes of estimating level of effort? Additionally, should bidders assume quantification will include only Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions, or will Scope 3 emissions analyses also be required, and if so, to what extent? 
A: Please see https://www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov/tools for more information. 

28. Q: Can SGC provide additional information regarding the assumptions that future respondents should use for planning purposes, including anticipated attendance, duration, frequency, geographic location(s), and expectations regarding travel, lodging, interpretation services, and other event-related supports? 
A: The details of the potential convenings are still to be determined. As a rough estimate, respondents can assume four convenings, 100-200 attendees each, two days each. The Contractor Team shall host and facilitate the convenings including arranging all event logistics, organizing speakers and workshops, developing accompanying written and visual materials in advance of the meeting, managing event registration, and arranging accommodations and travel logistics (note all grantees will have travel budgets for these convenings built into their own budgets). The Contractor Team’s budget shall include space and equipment rentals, logistics support, food for all attendees, travel funding for their staff, subcontractors, speakers, and all other costs associated with hosting the convening.

29. Q: Can SGC provide any information regarding whether technical assistance providers would be expected to utilize State-provided systems for grant management, reporting, document sharing, and project tracking, or whether respondents should assume responsibility for proposing and maintaining project management and collaboration tools?
A: Respondents should assume responsibility for proposing and maintaining project management and collaboration tools. SGC staff will need access to all project management and collaboration tools. TA providers may also need to utilize SGC-provided systems.

30. Q: We are interest in joining a team submitting a response to RFI #SGC26001. I have a question regarding conflict of interest. [Firm name] has worked with TCC awardees to design TCC-funded projects. The firm is also preparing a TCC Round 6 application. If my firm provides technical assistance to an awardee, are we conflicted out of providing project development services for TCC and CRC funded projects?
A: To avoid a potential conflict of interest, we would prefer to have all members of the TA team not be a funded grantee or partner through a TCC or CRC grant. The Implementation Team would need to provide TA to all TCC and CRC grantees, so recusal from one specific project is likely not feasible.  
Responding to this RFI does not constitute a conflict of interest. “Preparing” a TCC application but not receiving funding through the grant does not constitute a conflict of interest. If the grantee is selected and the TA provider goes into contract with TCC, the TA provider would need to cease any other relationships with the grantee/grant.

	
	
	



