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Date:	August 31, 2026

To:   All Bidders for IFB 25-308860 Jewelry Appraisal Services

From:  	Department of General Services
	Office of Business and Acquisition Services (OBAS)

Subject:  IFB 25-308860 Jewelry Appraisal Services – Questions and Answers 

As of August 26, 2026, OBAS received on behalf of OFAM,  the following questions (Q) and is providing the following answers (A):  
 
Q1: The Scope of Work includes sorting costume jewelry from fine jewelry, grouping like precious-metal items, identifying precious metals and stones, evaluating watches, and preparing appraisal certificates where required. Could you please clarify which portions of these services must be performed by a technician holding the GIA Graduate Gemologist credential? May the prime contractor perform the sorting, precious-metal identification, and other non-gemological portions of the work within its experience, while using an identified qualified GIA Graduate Gemologist subcontractor for gemstone and diamond identification and appraisal services where the Graduate Gemologist credential is required?
A1: Work details outlined in Exhibit A, Scope of Work Section 6 state the services must all be performed by the technician holding the GIA Graduate Gemologist credential, whether employed by the Contractor or subcontractor. 

Q2: Attachment 5 requires three references for similar work performed “by the Bidder.”
If the prime bidder, Marco Lopez dba MCL Finds, has substantial prior jewelry-industry experience acquired through years of professional employment, but MCL Finds itself does not have three prior jewelry-appraisal engagements, may the relevant experience and references of the qualified GIA Graduate Gemologist subcontractor be considered toward this requirement, or must all three references reflect work performed directly by the prime bidder?
A2: Pursuant to Section B3 of the IFB Instructions, Bidders must provide three (3) or more references.  Required Attachment 5, Bidder References, must be completed and submitted with the bid submission. References to include satisfactory job performance on operations within the last five (5) years that are similar to jewelry appraisal services as required in this solicitation. It is up to discretion of the prime bidder to identify what relevant experiences and references they would like to declare.
Q3: The Key Action Dates list the final bid submission deadline as September 7, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. September 7 is Labor Day, which is also identified in the IFB as a State holiday. The IFB also states that electronic submissions will not be accepted and that bids must be mailed or hand-delivered in a sealed envelope. Could you please confirm the intended final bid submission date and time, and also confirm whether electronic bid submissions are indeed not permitted for this re-solicitation?
A3: Addendum 1 has revised the final bid submission deadline date to September 8, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. The bid opening has also been revised to September 9, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 
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